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riſhioners, 


Shewing che indiſpenſible Duty incumbent on all Perſons to give 
Huformations to the . as well againſt Prophane Swearing 


other Crimes and Miſdemeanours. 
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and Curſing, as again 
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O preſs this point more eſfectu- 
ally, I ſhall rake my Riſe from 
that paſſage in the Proverbs, chap, 
29. ver. 24. Wheſo is Partner with 

5 4 Thief, hateth his own Soul: be 
Beareth Curfing, and bewrayeth it not, as the 


moſt ground-work for a Diſcourſe of this 
kind = 2p h plainly lays before us or, — 
an indiſpenſible one, which few ſeem ro be 
aware of; and acquaints us with a Sin, (and 
chat, let me tell you, a very great one too 
moſt People fancy it to be none at all, or 
they could not reſt ſo cake under che 

| of it; viz. To bear or Swearing, 
and not to bewray-it ; or in other Words, to 
hear GOD diſhonoured, his NA ME blaſ- 
hemed, and the Law both of God and the 
nd inſolently broken, and to rake no far- 
ther Notice, but let the Offender go unpuniſt'd, 
unconvinc d, and for that very reaſon unte- 


form d: Kad all this, becauſe Men will not 


be made to diſeetr a moſt evident Duty ; and 


- while every one ſhifts it off from himſelf, one 


ſays, tis none of my another, nor 
_ and G no belles rail And thus we 
are come to ſuch a paſs, chat all Authority, 
both Divine and Humane, hath almoſt loſt its 
| us : and there is fcarce Power e- 
nough in being to hinder a vile Wretch from 
blaſpheming thoſe bleſſed Names by which we 
arecalled, through which we Salvarion, 
and at which the Pillars of Heaven tremble, 
and the very Devils are ſtruck with Dread and 


Amazement. 
ſtronger proof 


And indeed there cannot be a 


of chat curſed Enmity which is in our degene- 


rate Nature toward God, than the Caſe we 
have now before us. If the Powers on Earth 


mmould eftablick Iniquity by a Law, (which 


has too often come to paſs) tis odds but it 


meets with a general and punctual Obed 


ience, 
Mie. 6. 16. The Statutet of Omri are lept and 
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Ged, 5 moſt High. 
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al the Laws of the Houſe of Abb If they 
thew their Authority in Matters otherwiſe in- 
different, tis for the moſt patt duly obey d, or 


as it were by ſtealth; becauſe in ſuch Caſes | 
ir be 


and give Evidence againft them. Bur 1 


it, 
in the Sight 


The true Cauſe of all which is no other 
"this, that Men ſeem of this Mind, 
to act by this Pri Een let Gad plead 


for bimſelf, and maintain bs n Honaur and 
Intereft as well « he can: And the ſame Argu- 


IS Gs. 4 E 


ment that uſeth in his Son's Defence, 


( when the People in a fir of Teal demanded 
Gideon to be put to Death for violating the Ma- 
f of Baal Judg, 6. 31. Mille plead for 

aal? will ye ſave him? if be be 4 God, let him 
ple ad for bimſelf?) ſeems with moſt to ſerve as 
a.Plea for their eſs and Unccncerned- 
neſs in the Cauſe of the Living and the true 


- 
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Wherefore to ſer our Apprehenſions aright, 
in ordet to the faithful — — of this great 
Dey, I ſhall endeavour to prove, from the 
Text beforemenrioned, 1 

Firſt, That he who heareth Curſing, and be- 
wrayeth it not, is as deep in the Guilt as he who 
is Partner with a Thief, or privy to his unlawful 
Practices, and will not diſcover them. 

Secondly, That it is equally true of both, that 
ſuch a Confederate in Sin hateth his own Soul, 
or is indeed his own greateſt Eneniy. 

- Fir# then, I door 

that he who is privy to Swearing or Curſing, and 
will not inform againſt the Perſon ſo offend- 
ing, has the ſame Guilt to anſwer for before 
God (I wiſh I could ſay roo the ſame Scandal 
before Men, God grant it may once come to 
that paſs, and then we may hope to ſee the 
World fairly amended) as he who knows of the 

Foul Practices of an Hiph-way-man or Houſe. 
breaker, and yet will not detect or give Evi- 

dence againſt him : Nay, I will venture one 
ſtep farther, as he who is privy to High-Treafon, 

—1 will not convict, or bring the Traytor to 
condign Puniſhment, I know ſuch Doctrine 
will ſeem ſtrange to ſome, yet it is a moſt cer- 

rain Truth. For proof of which ſtrange Aſ- 

ſertion, (as it will ſound in ſome Peoples Ears) 

Ideſire you but to grant this one Principle, 

whith however if you will not, I ſhall make 

bold to take for granted, and ler him who has 

Impudence enough, or Senſe little enough, 

deny it if he can: That the Supream Lord of 

Heaven and Earth has a better and ſtronger 

Right to his Glory and Dignity in the World, 

wt, the Honour due unto his Name, than we 
have, or can have, to our Goods or Chattels, 
or whatever we moſt claim a Property in; and 


cConſequently, that to invade or. rifle the for- 


mer, is of the two the bolder Robbery, and 
baſer Injuſtice; Sacrilege being confeſs d on all 
hands to be by far the worſt kind of Theft. 
That the Wrong is full as great, we muſt 
be very partial to our ſelves to deny, unleſs to 
render to God the things that are God's, be not 
cqually as binding, as to render unto Man the 
things that are Man's. And that the Guilt is 
as great, God, whois the only Judge of rhat, 
has fully given us ro underſtand ; and be ing as 
he declares, a jealous God, who will not give his 
Glory to ancther, we muſt needs — that 
he will reſent more highly the Lofs of his own 
Honour, than of our Neighbour's ſorry Poſſeſ- 
fions. In both Caſes the Sin is truly and pro- 
perly againſt God, and none elſe, as David 
confeſſèes of his own Cafe, (tho Uriah were 
the Party injured) P/al. 51. Againft thee, thee 
enly have I ſinned; and that of the two whyc| 
ttrikes-moſt directiy at Him, we have all tht 
reaſon in the World to conclude will | 
provoking. 


not to make it appear, 


- This we are ſure of, that the Third Com- 
mandment is every whit as ſolemn, and has a 
more awful Sanction to enforce it, than the 
Eiphth ; and therefore the Breach of it will be 
more ſeverely puniſh'd, eſpecially fince Hu- 
mane Laws have provided ſuch effectual Pe- 
nalties for the one, but for the other, (except 
— ee Mulct, which is _ to — 
thing, an rs no Proportion to the Crime 
Ts 6. left it wholly to God, 

But there is another Reſpect, in which he 
that heareth Curſing, and bewrayeth it not, 1 
exaFtly like him that is Partner with a Thief, 
and hath an hand (I may ſay) in downright 
Robbery; and what is confeſs d one great Ag- 
— 2 of chis Crime, in robbing the Poor. 

ow the Forfeiture, we know, is due to them 
by the Law, and aſſoon as rhe Crime is com- 
mired, in ſtrictneſs of Juſtice, is truly rheirs,; 
and he who does not his part to help them 
to it, when tis in his Power, docs indeed rob 
them of it, and I may ſafely ſay, in thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle, (which do more plainly 
reach this Caſe, than even that he was upon) 
Te do wrong and defraud, and that yrur Brethren, 
As on * other hand, he who makes a 
Swearer pay, does a real and double Act of 
Charity. Fo the Poor who receive it with- 
our diſpute; and, I rhink, the greateſt to the 
Offender ; it being the likelieſt Means to put 
a ſtop to his impious Practices, and perhaps 
(for who knows how far it may work) to 


vent his Damnation: For, becauſe Sentence. 


againſt an Evil Work, &c. Eccleſ. 8. 11. 
Bur I undertook to prove farther, thar the 
Connivance at this Crime, is even as bad as 
the Concealment of Treaſon ; and ſo I doubt 
not to make ir appear. For every preſum- 
ous Sinner is an arrant Traytor, and that 
againſt the Supream Majeſty of Heaven. The 
very. leaft Sin, if known and allow'd, is a 
ſort of Petty-Treaſon; but this I take to be 
one Species of High- Treaſon. For a black- 
Mouth'd Swearer or Curſer is the neareſt a- kin 
to, if not the very ſame as a Blaſphemer. For, 
Levit. 24. 11. Curſing comes under the Name 
of Blaſpheming, and is proceeded againſt with 
the ſame Severity, ver. 24. Bring ferth bim 
that hath Cu ſed without the Camp, and let all 
that heard him lay their Hands upon him, &c. 
Where we ſee, that thoſe that heard him durft 
not conceal, left the Guilt and Vengeance 
ſhonld fall on their own Heads. Now thar 
Biaſphemy is High- Treaſon in een, there. 
can be no diſpute ; nor can the Devils them- 
ſelves go a ſtep beyond it. And tho' Com- 
monneſs ſtrangely takes off the Horror, that 


In does not appear fo exceeding ſinful; yet T 


abt not but many prophane Wrertches are 
y of as rank Treaſon in this kind, as ever 
| Was 


— 


loath 
Bi 
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was puniſh'd by Humane Laws, From hence 
it follows, that to hear Cur/ing, and not to be- 
wray it, is what we call Miſpriſion of Treaſonz 
and how great a Crime that is by cur Law, 
and how heavy the Penalty, is not unknown 
to all that are acquainted with our Conſtitu- 
tion: and if God ſhould proceed againſt us 
by the ſame meaſures, (as tis more than likely 
he will) twould make us beware how we 
come near the Borders of this Guilt; and we 
ſhould rather venture the hard Thoughts, or 
Words, or Looks, of a filly Worm, fall 
into the Hands of the living God. 

And now I would fain hear what can be 
alledg'd (befides Cuſtom and common Opi- 
nion, the weakeſt Arguments in Nature, and 
of no weight at all with a Wiſe-Man) why 
the Concealmenr of a Rabber or a Traytar, 18 
leſs criminal, than that of a Prophane Swearer ; 
and why it ſhould leſs become and behove us 
to proſecute one than the other. Ve ought 
to obey God rather than Man, and much more 
both together. Beſides, the Life of a Man in 
the former Caſes, is ſtruck at, and many are 
(and there is ſomewhar plauſfible in the 
Y to have an hand in Blood. But here 
paſſiom cannot be pleaded in our Excuſe. 
Nay, if we have any Compaſſion to the Poor, 
ro our own, or even to the Offender's Soul, it 
muſt oblige us to it; for tis but a * Pe- 
nalty to his Purſe, or if that fail, to his Perſons; 
bur may prove an unſpeakable Advantage ro, 
his better part, and prevent as many Seri pes 
and Torments in Hell, as he would have vented 
Blaſphemies on Earth, if not ſtop d in his de- 
ſperate Cariere. | 
But we are loath (will ſome ſay) to turn 
Informers, that Name ſounds ill, and may 
breed ill Blood between us and our h- 
bours. And why, I pray, Informers here more 
than in Caſes of Murt her, Burglary," Treaſon, 
Perjury, &c. An Informer in the odious ſenſe, 
is one who lies upon the Catch to trepan his 
Neighbour, and take Advantage of his Weak- 
neſs or Ignorance; nay, too often of his Ho- 
neſty and Innocence, to hamper him in ſome 
enſnaring Law, and make a Prey of him. Bur 
here is nothing like it, the Gain, is wholly the 
Poors, (and Nr that be not —— 
why this DutY is no better diſcharg'd, be- 
cauſe there is nothing to be got by it) nor can 
we be ſuſpected. of any Self-ends, unleſs the 
2 of our Conſcience, and a Concern 

God's Glory, can be conſtrued as ſuch. 


Nor is it ſome little Nicety or Law-querk, 


but a flaming Villany, an impudent deſtance 
of God and the Government, and all the Pow- 
ers both in Heaven and Earth, a brutiſh Vio- 


lation of all the Ties both of Grace and good a 


— 


Manners, and the very Bahe and Peſt not only 
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of Chriſtian, bur even civil Converſation; in 
ſhorr, a Crime of that monſtrous ſi ze, that tis 
much to be lamented, that it ſnould be pu- 
niſh'd with no greater Severity. | 
he laſt point which I undertook to prove 
was this; That as he who is Partner with 4 
Thief; ſo he who beareth Curſing, and bewrayeth 
it not, hateth not only his Brother's Soul, in 
that he ſuffers Sin upon him, Levit. 19. 17. but 
likewiſe bi own Soul, i. e. he makes himſelf 
Partaker of ether Mens Sins, and puts himſelf 
in the likelieſt way to partake of their Plagues; 
he brings himſelf in for a ſhare of the Guilt, 
and tis highly probable, nay, tis paſt all doubt, 
(unleſs a timely Repentance prevent it) will 
come in too for a are of their Puniſhmenr, 
and be conſumed. in all their Iniquity. And 
who that has any true Love for his own Soul, 
and would coruult either irs preſent Peace or 
eternal Happineſs, would bring ſuch a load of 
guilr on his own Conſcience, and ſuch a load 
of Curſes on his own Head, when the diſ- 
charge of ſo plain and caſie a Duty, which 
coſts ſo little, and wherein they have the Law 
and the Magiſtrate on their fide, and all the 
Encouragement and Protection that can be 


defir'd both fromGcd and Man, might ſure- 


ly prevent it, 
|: is a very Fcear (tho' common) miſtake,, 
that we cannot be guilty of no other Crimes but 
what we commit: Whereas our Ears and our 
Eyes may be as deep almoſt in the Guilt as our 
lands or Tongues.” Silence is taken in ſuch 
aſes (and there is good reaſon for it) to give 
Conſent; and he that conſents to an unlawful 
Deed, is in the ſame Claſs with him that com- 
mits it. We know very well that thus it is in 
other matters: He who is taken in Company 
with Mart herers, Robbert, Coyners,or 0 ri- 
minals, while they ate acting their unlawful 
Deſigns, and does nt ſigtifie his Abhorrence 
at that time, not come afterwards in and ap- 
pear againſt them, is preſum'd to be an Ac- 
complice, whether he acted any part or no, 


and fares no better chan the veſt, of che Gang. 
Nor dig Lever hear any Objection againſt the 
Fairneſs of ſuch aProceeding. And why ſhould 


we fancy. chat God will not procecd by the 

me meaſures d that what is Reaſon and Ju- 
ſtice in Humane Courts, ſhould _ hard 
meaſure at rhe ay of Chriſt 
doubt not in che leaſt, but the Indictment will 
lay at his Bar no leſs againſt thoſe who ſilently 
conniveat the Blaſphemons Abuſe of his Name 
and Majeſty, and fhew 0 Concern about it, 


chan thoſe who offer ſuch Outrage therero: 


But we are ſnare that the Judgment of God #5 
according to Truth againſt them which commit 


uch things ; ang therefore. let, them look ro it 
ho can paticn 6 


y (ee and hear them commit- 


* * 
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riſt O 1 


ted 
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' Come bo execute 
&c. ful; ver. 14. So many as they baſely conniv'd 
at, they will be taken to have own'd and apjrov'd. 


— 


. hinder, yet we may their ſcaping unpuniſhed - 


"Twill ſtrangely ſtartle many a formal Hypocrite or 
lakewar:n Profeſſor, who is not for being over- 
much r-ghteous, nor concerning himlelfin the Cauſe 
of God farther than needs, white he pleaſes himſelf 


with the Phariſees Plea, Lord, I thank thee that 1 
am not as ot her Men, &c. to find ſome hundreds of 


Oaths and Curſes, and other horrid Blaſphemies, {ct 
to his account: yet thus it will be when the Lord ſball 
Fudge ut pon all, and to convince, 


"T'will not ſerve the turn then to ſay ; Lord, they 
wire none of mine, I never had ſuch Words in my 
Moth, For 'twill be anſwered, (and Juitly too) 
Yes, you made them your own ; for, what have you 
done to diſclaun and clear your {elf of them? t 
Teſtimony did you give of your diſlike and abhor- 
rence? What Courſe did you take when it was in your 
Power to puniſh” and prevent them? F every idle 
Word that Men ſhall ſpeak they muſt give an Actoume 
of in the Day of Judgment, ſurely every treaſonable 


Word that they ſhall hear againſt the Majeſty of 
their Maker, every blaſphemous Affront that is belch'd 


in his Face, while they tamely ſtand by, will call for 


an otherwiſe reckoning, and ſcarce come off as a 


conunon Failure, or a Sin of Infirmity, Alas! Men 
little confider what a Crime it.is to be cold in the 
Cauſe of God, and appear unconcern'd for his Ho- 
nour in the World, and how deeply the jealous God 
will reſent it. Juag. 5. 23. Curſe ye Meroz, &c, 
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Miſcrable for erer? What is this but to caſt Fire- 
brands, Arrows, and Death, and ſay, Am 7 mor in 
Spot? to elude the Intentions of our Lord and 
Lww-girer; and make an Oath, which is the moſt 
Solemn thing in Nature, the final Appeal to the Su - 
am Judge, loſe all its Force and Reverence, and 

ome both a vain and vile Impertinence, and leſs 
to be heeded than our idleſt Talk ; and ſa, beſides 
the horrid Prophanencſs which it contains, to make 
way for the moſt dreadful Pœjuries, and ſtrike 
the very Heart, not only of Religion, but all Hs: 
neſty too; for by common uſe our Awe 0, wh | 

W 

i 


wear off, and he that dares play with an Oath, 
quickly venture to break or falſiſie it, as that Diſt 
(tion of Solomon implics, Eccleſ. 9. 2. H. Fiat Smt. 5 
eth, ani he that feareth an Oath. A 
But as if the Goſpel, inſtead of Reſtraining, "ha © 
opened a Gap for further Ungodlineſs, and falight . - 
the World-fome new Terms of Sin, it ic made t 


* 


citiers, Bretrayers, 


Conſider la . 
the moſt ſignal | 8 
is, to ſin meerly for ſinnings ſake, and l 5 * 
Bleſſed God from a Principle either of Co or. © ; 
Eumity. withont amy ſhadow of Profit or Plea 1 


And this in Humour of rending the Hoty 


and if he will be ſided with againſt the Mighty, un Name of God, can no way be excuſetl, or even ac: 4 
der pain of his Curſe and heavy Piſpleaſre. how. chünſted for ; nay, it can be reſbived into no other 
mach more againſt the meaneſt, againſt the Beaſts of chule, but a reigning Malignity, or the predominant | 
the People, when the mighty are obliged, and rei- Influence of Satan, the wicked One, rhe Spirit thay — 
dy too to join with, and protect us in his Quarrel. wirketh in the Childym — worketh yn 
Audi in the gert place, you that are guilty: of them, as if they were abſolutely poſſeſt by him, anti 
' Carſing and Swearing, and lightly uſing the Nawe he could uſe their Tongues without their Leave or 
of your G O D, do dut conſider ſerionſly: thoſe plain Conſent. and lead them captive at his Will. For if 
and awful Commands, Mas, 5. 34. and Iſe. 3. 18. their Lips were their own (s dhe Pfahniſt brings © 
Whence we may obſerve, that they were but puny. them in making their Boaſts.) .rhcy could never ( one 
Sweerers in thoſe times, who ventur d no higher; would think ) be ſo far at the Devil's Command, 
wan the Creatures, and durſt not make ſo bold with meerly to gratifie his Spites by the Diſhonour of 
that Great and Terrible Name, the LORD vheir GOD, God and their own Damnation; what prodigal un- 
What would our Saviour have faid, had be-liv'd up- thrifty Sinners muſt they be Who will run up ſuch a 
on Earth in our „when nothing leſs than t dreadful Score and Reckoning, and have noth 
Great Jehooah will ſerve the vleſt Wretth to Swear. at all to ew for it? Wherefore, if any are ſo 
by; when upon every flight Occaſion, that ſcarce fond of Curſing and Dammatien, 25 to take it upon 
deſerves a ſerious mention, not Heaven or Earth, theſe terne, it is but Reaſon they ſhould have their 
Gr. but the Great King of Htaven and Earth,is call'd Option, 'Pſ#. 109. 17, 18. Ar nur = | 


| F in Bleſſing, 
were ſome idle, contemptible Stander by; and how /ſo ler it be pe him, Ar be tlothid himſelf with 
often to atteit fore notorious Falſhood ? What Cirfitg, like ut with a Garment ; ſo ter it come inte 
n prodigious 1 and Impiety is it, to dally fo bh Bowels lite Mater, and like oil ints his Bones, 
boldly wich Him (421 22 2 2 55 SE. 
An Arcount of the iepies ir Reformation of Manners in England and Ireland, Ce. The 5th, Edition. 
A Help to peek jr Leh Printed for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates, Mixiſters, &c. The 6th Edition, 
An Account of the Progreſ; of the Reformation of Manners, in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and ohe 


A Kind Caution to Prepbams Sweavers. An Earaeſt Perſwaſive to the Sericur Obſervance of the Lord. 
* Lay. A Rebithe ro the Oilitns Sin of Uncleameſ7. | A Diſſmaſiefrom the Sin of Drunkenneſs. Price 1d. each 
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25 2 Witneſs, and that with as little Concern as if he Jer it come ante him as he delig 
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